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each day nesting is delayed. *%en late seasons follow a _year or two of 
large broods, many birds, usually 3-year-olds that have jusi. attained 
sexual maturity, are kept from nesting by older, more experienced pairs, 
which normally nest first. 

That happened in the 1961 season. Of 530 thousand blue-phase geese 
that went north, only 110 thousand - 20 percent - were 3 years old or 
older Because -if restricted habitat and pressure of predators, repro- 
duction was the lowest since 1954- Production in 1962, however, was 
greater than in 19 61, despite a lower population. The reason seems to 
be that the 1962 populations included nearly twice as many breeders 3 
years of age or older. 



The breeding areas of lesser snow geese may suffer some day because 
of j6 their^small size and heavy use by the birds. So far people have not 
di ^tu^bed them. But the possible development of oil and mineral 
the Canadian Arctic and military installations may some day 
a safeguard, nine Federal migratory bird sanctuaries were 
the Canadian Government between 1957 and 1961. These 
maior known colonies of lesser snow geese in ^anada. 
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